Central
Bedfordshire

Council

Priory House cen-l-rul

Monks Walk -
Chickeands, Bedfordshire

Shefford SG17 5TQ

TO EACH MEMBER OF THE CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

20 February 2012

Dear Councillor

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL - Thursday 23 February 2012

Further to the Agenda and papers for the above meeting, previously circulated, please find
attached the following additional report:-

7. Recommendations from the Executive
to present the Council Tax Resolution

Should you have any queries regarding the above please contact Democratic Services on
Tel: 0300 300 4040.

Yours sincerely
Helen Bell,

Committee Services Officer
email: helen.bell@centralbedfordshire.qgov.uk
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Meeting: Council
Date: 23 February 2012
Subject: Council Tax Resolution
Report of: Clir Maurice Jones, Deputy Leader and Executive Member for
Corporate Resources
Summary: The report presents the Formal Council Tax Resolution arising from the

Budget proposals presented to Council for approval.

Advising Officer: Charles Warboys, Chief Financial Officer
Contact Officer: Charles Warboys, Chief Financial Officer
Public/Exempt: Public

Wards Affected: All

Function of: Council

Key Decision Yes

Reason for urgency/ Not Applicable
exemption from call-in
(if appropriate)

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS

Council Priorities:

The Council’s priorities were a central strand of the Medium Term Financial Plan and
have been a specific factor in evaluating savings proposals and the resultant Council
Tax levels.

Financial:

Based on the revenue budget proposals, approving the formal Council Tax Resolution
as set out in Appendix A would result in an average Band D Council Tax for Central
Bedfordshire of £1,316.59.

Legal:

The Council Tax Resolution is set in accordance with Section 31A(4) of the Local
Government Finance Act 1992.

Risk Management:

None

Staffing (including Trades Unions):
None

Equalities/Human Rights:
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Refer to full Budget / MTFP report — all the equality impacts were assessed as part of
the budget setting process and the results are held in Appendix K of that report.

Community Safety:
None

Sustainability:
None

Summary of Overview and Scrutiny Comments:

. Comments from scrutiny were taken into account by the Executive in
formulating its budget proposals to Council

RECOMMENDATION(S):
1. that the

(a) Council approve The Council Tax Resolution Set Out In Appendix
Reason for & To enable the Council to calculate and set the Council Tax for

Recommendation(s): 2012/13. The Council is required to approve a statutory Council
Tax Resolution in the form shown in Appendix A. The formal
resolution is based on figures contained in the Medium Term
Financial Plan for 2012/13 to 2015/16 recommended by the
Executive on the 14th February 2012, for approval by Council.

Executive Summary

Central Bedfordshire, in keeping with all local authorities at this time, faces significant
financial challenges in responding to the Coalition Government’s push to reduce the
national budget deficit, together with a raft of new policy directives. The budget proposes
to freeze Council Tax for 2012/13 and savings proposals have been developed in line
with the strategic direction for the Council.

Background

1. The Executive at its meeting on the 14th February 2012 considered a detailed
report on the Medium Term Financial Plan for 2012/13 to 2015/16. Members are
asked to refer to that report for a detailed explanation of the background to this
report.

2. The Council Tax Resolution is set in accordance with Section 31A(4) of the
Local Government Finance Act 1992 and is submitted at this stage on the basis
of the budget proposals set out in that report.
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3. The Localism Act has made significant changes to the Local Government
Finance Act 1992, and now requires the billing authority to calculate a Council
Tax Requirement for the year, not its budget requirement as previously.

4. Separate Council Tax levels have been set for the former Mid Bedfordshire and
South Bedfordshire district areas. Band D levels are £1,308.33 and £1,326.24
respectively, representing a freeze at 2011/12 rates for Mid Bedfordshire and a
reduction for South Bedfordshire in accordance with the harmonisation plan.
Where councils have frozen council tax levels in 2011/12, the Government is
providing support in the form of a specific grant equivalent to an average 2.5%
increase for 2011/12 to 2014/15. The Government is also providing a one-off
additional Council Tax freeze grant in 2012/13 for the same amount for those
councils that freeze Council Tax in that year. For Central Bedfordshire, these
grants will total approximately £6.4m for 2012/13. Harmonisation of the Council
Tax levels between the former Mid Bedfordshire and South Bedfordshire
districts will be completed in 2013/14.

5. The precepts and Band D Council Tax levels of all precepting bodies have been
notified. These are detailed in Appendix B.

Town & Parish Councils/Meetings

6. The Town and Parish Council/Meetings Precepts for 2012/13 as detailed in
Appendix B total £9,300,066. The increase in the average Band D Council Tax
for Town and Parish Councils/Meetings is 7.14% and results in an average
Band D Council Tax figure of £95.40 for 2012/13 compared to £89.05 in
2011/12.

Bedfordshire Police Authority

7. Bedfordshire Police Authority met on 17th February 2012 and set its precept at
£14,669,916. This results in a Band D Council Tax of £150.49 for 2012/13, a
3.95% increase on 2011/12.

Bedfordshire and Luton Combined Fire Authority

8. At the time of writing this report, Bedfordshire and Luton Combined Fire
Authority was due to meet on 22nd February 2012 and the proposed precept for
approval was £8,197,177. This results in a Band D Council Tax of £84.09 for
2012/13, a 2% increase on 2011/12. Should there be any amendment to these
amounts following the meeting of the Bedfordshire and Luton Combined Fire
Authority, then an Addendum will be submitted at the Council meeting
confirming the approved amounts.

Proposals

9. Council is required to approve a resolution in the statutory format and the formal
Council Tax Resolution at Appendix A is based on the budget proposals, that
result in the total Band D Council Tax as shown in the “Valuation Bands”. The
various levels of Council Tax for each Band for each Town and Parish
Council/Meeting are shown at Appendix C.
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10. If the formal Council Tax Resolution at Appendix A is approved, the total Band D

Council Tax will be as follows:

2011/12 2012/13 Increase

Mid Bedfordshire 1,308.33 1,308.33 0.00%

South

Bedfordshire 1,344.15 1,326.24 (1.33)%

Central

Bedfordshire

Council average 1,324.92 1,316.59 (0.63)%

Bedfordshire

Police Authority 144.77 150.49 3.95%

Bedfordshire and

Luton Combined

Fire Authority 82.44 84.09 2.00%

Sub-total 1,552.13 1,551.17 (0.06)%

Town and Parish

average 89.05 95.40 7.14%

Total 1,641.18 1,646.57 0.33%
Appendices:

Appendix A — Council Tax Resolution 2012/13
Appendix B — Parish Council/Meeting Precepts 2012/13
Appendix C — Parish Council Tax Bands

Background Papers:
Town & Parish Council/Meeting Precept Submissions
Executive Report 14th February 2012

Location of papers: Customer and Shared Services Directorate, Priory House,
Chicksands



COUNCIL TAX RESOLUTION 2012/2013

The Council is recommended to resolve as follows:

APPENDIX A

It be noted that on 23 February 2012 the Council calculated the Council Tax Base 2012/13

(a)

for the whole Council area as 97,481 [Item T in the formula in Section 31B of the Local Government Finance Act 1992,

as amended (the “Act”)]; and

(b)

For dwellings in those parts of its area to which Parish precept relates as in the attached Appendix C.

2. | Calculate that the Council Tax requirement for the Council’'s own purposes for 2012/13 (excluding Parish precepts) is
£128,342,891
3. | That the following amounts be calculated in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Act:
AUTHORITY MID BEDS SOUTH
AREA BEDS AREA
(a) | being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for
the items set out in Section 31A(2) of the Act taking into account all 317,342,154 Not analysed at this level
precepts issued to it by Parish Councils.
(b) | being the aggregate of the amounts which the Council estimates for :
the items set out in Section 31A(3) of the Act. 179,699,197 Not analysed at this level
(c) | being the amount by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds the 137,642,957 72.767 463 64,875,494

aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with

) abed

Ov
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APPENDIX A

Section 31A(4) of the Act as its Council Tax requirement for the year.
(Item R in the formula in Section 31B of the Act).

(d)

being the amount at 3(c) above (Item R), all divided by Item T (1(a)
above) calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 31B of

the Act, as the basic amount of its Council Tax for the year (including £1,412.00 £1,386.05 £1,442.29
Parish precepts).

(e)

being the aggregate amount of all special items (Parish precepts)
referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act (as per the attached Appendix 9,300,066 4,080,138 5,219,928
B).

being the amount at 3(d) above less the result given by dividing the
amount at 3(e) above by Item T (1(a) above), calculated by the Council
in accordance with Section 34(2) of the Act as the basic amount of 1,316.59 1,308.33 1,326.24
Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which
no Parish precept relates.

To note that the Police Authority and the Fire Authority have issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section
40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 for each category of dwellings in the Council’s area as indicated in the
table below.

That the Council, in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the
aggregate amounts shown in the tables below as the amounts of Council Tax 2012/13 for each part of its area and for
each of the categories of dwellings.

Determine whether the Council’s basic amount of Council tax for 2012/13 is excessive in accordance with the principles
approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

Ov

g obed
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APPENDIX A

Valuation Bands

CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL — MID BEDS AREA

A B C D E F G H

872.22 1,017.59 1,162.96 1,308.33 1,599.07 1,889.81 2,180.55 | 2,616.66
CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL - SOUTH BEDS AREA

A B C D E F G H

884.16 1,031.52 1,178.88 1,326.24 1,620.96 1,915.68 | 2,210.40 | 2,652.48
BEDFORDSHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY

A B C D E F G H

100.33 117.05 133.77 150.49 183.93 217.37 250.82 300.98
BEDFORDSHIRE & LUTON FIRE & RESCUE AUTHORITY

A B C D E F G H

56.06 65.40 74.75 84.09 102.78 121.46 140.15 168.18
AGGREGATE OF COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENTS — MID BEDS AREA

A B Cc D E F G H

1,028.61 1,200.04 1,371.48 1,542.91 1,885.78 2,228.64 | 2,571.52 3,085.82

AGGREGATE OF COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENTS — SOUTH BEDS AREA

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

1,040.55

1,213.97

1,387.40

1,560.82

1,907.67

2,254.51

2,601.37

3,121.64

Ov
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